- DONATIONS FROM COVENTRY HELP IMPROVE QUAI.[TY OF I.IFE FOR PEOPLE IN THE PUNJAB

ALMOST 700" people
henefited from free eve

care swhen members of the

&ikh Union Club in Coven-
try visited India.

Armed with 400 pairs of -
used glasses and 6000, the

volimicers a[g'amsad a four-day;
eve camp in Jalandbar, Punjah,
1o offer people froe eye: tests,
glasses and operafions.

Oier the fowr days in Maich
681 people werd: sten) by thie
temm ofiiloeal doctors  and
opticians, 83 had catatact sur-

gery mnet 11 had 'iminor eve:

Surgeny. Around 30 pmn- off

lasses were also piven oul.
From alf | the money raised,
L£200weni towands doe. catiract

gpemation. plus (10 months n’?'-

aftercare reatment.
Bali Smgh Panegsar,  spokes-
mun for the Sikh [_Jmo.n, said:
“Eye problems are wery! com-
wiom i India biit: people can't
afford the e care they need.
Yiyver-here evesight isione of
the fhings we take for granicd.

bt in Indid nol :m.rvnn: Cam

afford i

ol the main mmn bunng- :

factors o poor ﬁw-sx;_,h'[ iz that
they don’t use sunglasses: and
their eves fdkic 2 lotiof beating
witich staris eve mndumns ]lﬂcr,-
CATRIACES:

‘Sunglam are ooly shout
Alp ol there, bt peaple think
these: are e Tuxury mud) don’t
think: they are ;;em&sa.rjr There

All eye

Indian visit

by Sandish Shoker

sindish shoker@mm go.k
is/a fack ‘of educatjion about!
these things

Money for the Gifl of Sight
project was raised through

various . charity avents. inclid-

ing a chirity; wz!iL a5t summer

“and donations from imembers of

the Sikhvand Hindu wmplui and
olher husinesses and aroanisa-
tions: U;s-:d gl_&sﬂ.-s were also

-donated! by generons Coventry

Tesidenis.

Mo Panesar, of Kmngsbary
Rund? {umd.m'._ nddL.d_ Cii 15
was a life changirp! experience
for all the people that went cut
these. So, maiy peaple foki us
that Wweiad chaneed theid Tives,
they were so. gmtefull fo/ us,
ind all we did Wwas, deliver ihe
project. There fvere tears inlmy!
evesattimes.”

M1 l?ancs:l:lr {old:the Times
aliout one 70-year-old woman
who benefited froim the treat-
et

Hesaid: This woman, was:
still W.G[LUZI& and had = sweer
stand in'the village, She fended
for hezself and said that wrth

‘her dﬁmnn}aLng_ evesight she
“eauldn’t seehines all the tme:

and her husiness was coing
down

_“She was:sothankfil thatishe:
I:u!g:i‘ ot her mdcpmdmcc-and
livelihood' back ‘and could zo-
back oui- with Ther frolley and:
sell stuff again.”
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